
Okemos Community: 
 
 
The first few weeks of school are underway and the return to in-person school for our students and staff 
has been a success! It has been wonderful to see students interacting with each other in our classrooms 
and during extracurriculars. Thank you to our amazing students for their resiliency and for compliance 
with our safety protocols. Our students have been remarkable! Thank you for trusting us with them. 
 
 
A few important updates: 
 
 
COVID Dashboard- The district’s COVID Dashboard has been moved to our homepage to make it more 
accessible. It is updated with the district’s positive COVID case count at the end of every school day, 
sometimes late into the evening. Close contacts are not reported on the site, only confirmed positive 
school-related cases. If your child has a positive case, please be sure to let your building know.  
 
 
Staff Vaccinations- The current rate of full vaccination by Okemos Schools employees is approximately 
95%. This high employee vaccination rate is a point of pride for our district! Administration is negotiating 
vaccination expectations, as is required, with bargaining units and will provide updates to the community 
when we have them. Administration is working to understand any impacts of President Biden’s recent 
federal mandates on school employees.  
 
 
Flu Vaccination- We encourage families to have eligible family members and children vaccinated for 
COVID-19 and the seasonal flu, as the symptoms can be similar and a reduction in any symptoms will 
help us keep students in school, families at work, educators focused on teaching and learning, and 
routines established for us all.  
 
 
Staffing Shortages - The district is working to resolve staffing shortages with lunch workers, 
paraprofessionals, classroom aides, substitute teachers, night custodial workers, and other hourly jobs. If 
you are willing and able to work, please visit our website for more information. We would love to have you 
join our team!  
 
 
Transportation- In accordance with the CDC, bus drivers wearing eyeglasses may move their face mask 
below their nose during transit for safety while operating the vehicle. Drivers are required to pull their 
mask over their nose when loading and unloading students.  
 
 
COVID Relief Funding- On Monday, September 13th at the Board meeting, administration will present 
an overview of the COVID funding the district has received to date, as well as potential funding for the 
next round of COVID relief. The formula for COVID relief funding is based on Federal Title I census 
poverty levels, which results in low levels of relief funding for the district.  
 
 
Masking Requirements: The Ingham County Health Department recently issued an Emergency Order 
relating to mask requirements for K-12 educational institutions. Okemos was already in compliance with 
this order so no changes are needed.  

https://www.okemosk12.net/Page/9415
https://www.okemosk12.net/Page/570
https://hd.ingham.org/Portals/HD/Home/Documents/cd/coronavirus/ICHDSchoolCOVIDHandouts.pdf


 
 
Outdoor Spectator Expectations:  In general, people do not need to wear masks when outdoors. CDC 
recommends that people who are not fully vaccinated wear a mask in crowded outdoor settings or during 
activities that involve sustained close contact with other people. Fully vaccinated people might choose to 
wear a mask in crowded outdoor settings if they or someone in their household is immunocompromised. 
Please note, nothing is stopping someone from wearing a mask outside if they so choose.  
 
 
New Isolation/Quarantine Procedures for K-12 Educational Institutions: The Ingham County Health 
Department also issued a new Emergency Order relating to procedures and guidelines for 
Isolation/Quarantine in K-12 educational institutions.  

Students/staff who are in close contact (3-6 feet) with a positive individual for a cumulative 
total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period:  
• Do NOT need to quarantine and can attend school.  
• DO need to monitor their health for 14 days from the date of exposure.  
• Should isolate at home if feeling ill or develop symptoms of COVID-19.  

 
 

Students/staff who are in close contact (0-3 feet) with a positive individual for a cumulative 
total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period must choose to follow one of the options 
below:  

 
 

1. Quarantine at home for a period of 10 days from the date of exposure.  
2. Quarantine at home for 7 days, take a COVID-19 (PCR or Rapid) test on day 7, and return to 
school if a negative result is reported.  
3. Participate in serial COVID-19 (PCR or Rapid) testing on days 2, 3, 4, 5, and again on day 7, 
following the known exposure date (day 0).  

 
 

A negative result must be obtained in the morning of each testing day in order to return to school 
for that day. If an individual receives a positive result on any given testing day, the individual must 
then quarantine through the end of the 10 days.  

 
 
Our hopes are to develop a system to provide drive up rapid testing locally. We appreciate your patience 
as we navigate the necessary steps to put systems in place to accommodate these new rules.  
 
 
Again, thank you for a wonderful start to the school year for our students. It is so very good to have them 
back with us! 
 
John 

 
 
John J. Hood 
Superintendent 

John J. Hood 

(He, him, him) 
Superintendent 

https://hd.ingham.org/Portals/HD/Home/Documents/cd/coronavirus/ICHDSchoolCOVIDHandouts.pdf
https://hd.ingham.org/Portals/HD/Home/Documents/cd/coronavirus/ICHDSchoolCOVIDHandouts.pdf
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